Exploring the intermembrane space.
Despite the importance that many components of the intermembrane space (IMS) of mitochondria play in cellular function, the targeting sequences that are responsible for transporting proteins to this subcellular compartment are not fully understood. A recent study has identified a minimized protein sequence that is sufficient for localizing the apoptogenic protein Smac/DIABLO in the IMS. This newly identified targeting sequence is capable of directing other proteins to this submitochondrial compartment as well.